
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

January 4, 2016

The city council met in regular session Monday, January 4, 2016 in the council chambers at city
hall.  Council President Garbe called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Council members present: Marvin Garbe, Karen Nieuwbeerta, Bryce Curtiss, Todd Hay and
Nathan Schmidt.  Absent: None.  Mayor Debra Lee Fader present.

Also present were: City Manager Steven C. Jones, City Engineer David Berryman, City Attorney
Janice Nelson and City Clerk Glennis Lauritsen.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve the agenda,
with the following modifications:

MODIFY: 5A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING JANUARY 1, 2016 IN THE AMOUNT OF $96,328.81
$191,325.16.

 Revised amount reflects the following additional claims:

LEGAL
Nelson Oyen Torvik - December services 4,001.25

MISCELLANEOUS
Prairie 5 Rides - 2nd half 2015 operating expenses/bus replacement % 4,716.10

   SW/WC Service Co-Op - BC/BS February premium 69,487.50

POLICE
Chippewa County Sheriff’s Office - Software Mtce/Support Agmt. 16,791.50

ADD: 7O) CONSIDER RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $17,378.00 GIFT FROM THE
MONTEVIDEO FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to approve the minutes
of the regular meeting of December 21, 2015, as presented.
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4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

- None.

5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Nieuwbeerta, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to approve the
following consent agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JANUARY 1, 2016 IN THE
(MODIFIED) AMOUNT OF $191,325.16.

5(B) SALE OF SEIZED/SURPLUS VEHICLES BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT (2000
MERCURY SABLE, 1992 FORD VAN, 2005 CHRYSLER 300, 2001 PONTIAC
AZTEC, 2000 CHEVROLET SILVERADO, 1997 BUICK PARK AVENUE, OLD
COMPUTER EQUIPMENT.)

6. Public Hearings.

- None.

7. General Business.

ORGANIZATIONAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:

7(A) SECRETARY TO COUNCIL/2016.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Schmidt and unanimously passed to appoint
Glennis A. Lauritsen as secretary to the council for 2016. 

7(B) DEPOSITORIES FOR 2016.

It was moved by Nieuwbeerta, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to designate
the following institutions as depositories for city funds:
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KleinBank, Montevideo
Minnwest Bank, Montevideo
Co-Op Credit Union, Montevideo
4M Fund/League of Minnesota Cities
Morgan Stanley
Multi-Bank Securities, Inc.
T.D. Ameritrade Institutional
RBC Capital Markets, LLC

7(C) ACTING CITY MANAGER / ACTING CITY CLERK FOR 2016.

NATHAN SCHMIDT OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3329, A RESOLUTION
PROVIDING FOR AN ACTING CITY MANAGER (ANGELA STEINBACH) AND
ACTING CITY CLERK (JAN FLAHERTY) WHEN SUCH MAY BE REQUIRED,
AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO.
3329 WAS SECONDED BY TODD HAY.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF
MOTION: NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY, BRYCE CURTISS, KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION:
NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(D) WIRE TRANSFER OF FUNDS.

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3330, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
WIRE TRANSFER OF FUNDS, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3330 WAS SECONDED BY BRYCE CURTISS. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: TODD HAY, BRYCE CURTISS, KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(E) ACTING MAYOR /2016.

KAREN NIEUWBEERTA OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3331, A RESOLUTION
PROVIDING FOR AN ACTING MAYOR (BRYCE CURTISS), AND MOVED ITS
ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3331 WAS
SECONDED BY TODD HAY.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA, TODD HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT, BRYCE CURTISS AND
MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION
PASSED 5-0.
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7(F) ACTING CITY ATTORNEY/2016.

NATHAN SCHMIDT OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3332, A RESOLUTION
PROVIDING FOR AN ACTING CITY ATTORNEY WHEN SUCH MAY BE
REQUIRED (DAVID GILBERTSON), AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION
FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3332 WAS SECONDED BY BRYCE
CURTISS.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: NATHAN SCHMIDT,
BRYCE CURTISS, KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, TODD HAY AND MARVIN GARBE. 
THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(G) APPOINTMENT OF LICENSE INSPECTOR FOR 2016.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to appoint
the police chief as license inspector for 2016.

7(H) APPOINTMENT OF HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR 2016.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to appoint
Dr. Tom Birkey as health inspector for 2016.

7(I) OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER DESIGNATION/2016.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to designate the
Montevideo American-News as the city’s official newspaper for 2016.

7(J) HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICER/ALTERNATES FOR 2016.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to appoint
the city manager as the human rights officer, with the city clerk and police chief
designated as alternate human rights officers.

7(K) APPOINTMENT OF HEARING OFFICER FOR 2016.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Schmidt and unanimously passed to appoint Stacey L.
Lee as administrative hearing officer for 2016, at the rate of $125.00/hour, including
windshield time to/from Montevideo (same rate as 2015.)

_______________________________
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7(L) 2016 STREET, UTILITY, STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENTS.

Resolution No. 3312 (adopted 9/21/15) directed the city engineer to prepare a preliminary
report and cost estimates for proposed 2016 Street and Utility Improvement Projects. 
City Engineer Berryman presented the preliminary engineering report dated December 14,
2015 which discussed the following improvements:

• 5th Street - Washington Avenue to Hamilton Avenue
• Case Avenue - State Road to William Avenue
• 3rd Street - Merriam Avenue to Black Oak Avenue and Merriam Avenue - 1st

Street to 3rd Street
• 3rd Street - Merriam Avenue to State Road
• Cemetery Road
• Small Miscellaneous Projects
• Future Merriam Avenue Project - 1st Street to 8th Street
• East Highway 7 Water & Sewer Extensions
• Watermain Loop around Royal Tire
• River Channel Rehabilitation (west of railroad yard)
• Storm Water Detention Pond (Evans Park) Dredging

Total estimated cost of the projects is $1,386,000.

Staff has indicated that due to financial constraints, some adjustments and suggestions
have been made, including the delay of the future Merriam Avenue Project, the Royal
Tire Watermain Loop Project, the River Channel Rehabilitation and the Storm Water
Detention Pond Dredging.

A proposed timeline for the improvements was also presented and reviewed by the
council.

Discussion was held on a possible alternative to the East Highway 7 Water & Sewer
Extensions Project, to include the study of improvements to the north side of the highway
and crossing the highway at a more easterly location to create a full loop.  The engineer
estimated this would cost an additional $70,000, which would increase the estimated cost
of the project to be $700,000 rather than $630,00 as indicated in the report.  Council
members agreed to modify the resolution to reflect this cost.
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TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3333 (AS REVISED), A RESOLUTION
RECEIVING REPORT AND CALLING HEARING ON IMPROVEMENTS (2/1/16)
AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO.
3333 WAS SECONDED BY NATHAN SCHMIDT.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF
MOTION: TODD HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT, BRYCE CURTISS, KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: 
NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(M) TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST.

In order to help fund the proposed East Highway 7 Water & Sewer Extension Project,
staff has recommended that a tax abatement be requested from Chippewa County in the
amount of $200,000 ($20,000 per year for 10 years).  Staff explained that a few years ago,
the county had agreed to a small tax abatement along County Road 41.  This new request
seems to meet county requirements and could have a larger, positive impact on county
taxes in the future.

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3334, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR TAX ABATEMENT TO CHIPPEWA
COUNTY, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF
RESOLUTION NO. 3334 WAS SECONDED BY KAREN NIEUWBEERTA.  THOSE
VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: TODD HAY, KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, BRYCE
CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(N) USE OF PORTABLE GENERATOR AT WELL SITES.

Because of the levee project, the city has a large, portable generator that is used on the
levee as backup to the main pumping station.  Staff would like to study the possibility of
using this generator as a backup generator to the city’s wells in the event of a catastrophic
failure to the electrical system.  An agreement with Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) has
been drafted for this purpose, at a cost of $4,000.  

It was moved by Nieuwbeerta, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to accept the
proposal from SEH and authorize the mayor and city manager to execute the document on
behalf of the city.
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8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

< City Attorney Nelson stated that the commissioner’s hearing on the fire hall land issue is
scheduled for Wednesday, January 13th, at 9:00 A.M.

< City Engineer Berryman stated that their office will now work with the city clerk on the
property owner identification process for the proposed street/utility improvements.

< Council member Hay stated that he continues to receive complaints about speeding on
Third Street, going south between Ashmore Avenue and Miawakon Avenue.  The city
manager will give this information to the police department. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

_______________________________
Glennis A. Lauritsen, Secretary

Approved by council January 19, 2016: 

____________________________________
Marvin E. Garbe, President


