
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

February 6, 2017

The city council met in regular session Monday, February 6, 2017 in the council chambers at city
hall.  Council President Garbe called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Council members present: Marvin Garbe, Karen Nieuwbeerta, Bryce Curtiss, Todd Hay and
Nathan Schmidt.  Absent: None.  Mayor Debra Lee Fader present.

Also present were: City Manager Steven C. Jones, Rodeberg & Berryman Engineer Mike
Amborn, City Attorney Janice Nelson and City Clerk Glennis Lauritsen.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve the agenda, with
the following modifications:

MODIFY: 5A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE
PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 3, 2017 IN THE AMOUNT OF
$356,172.05 $502,279.07.

 Revised amount reflects the following additional claims:

LIQUOR
Bellboy Corporation - Inventory $ 2,504.30
Breakthru Beverage - Inventory 3,861.71
Johnson Brothers Liquor Co. - Inventory 7,325.37
Locher Brothers - Inventory - Inventory 11,067.25
MN Department of Revenue - Sales Tax 13,573.00
Phillips Wine & Spirts - Inventory 5,872.20
Southern Glazer’s of MN - Inventory 4,174.59

CABLE - CHANNEL 180
Morecom - Long-Term Technology Plan - Consultation 2,738.75

CAPITAL EQUIPMENT & FACILITIES
Advanced Tech Systems - Laptop for Captain Schule 1,759.00
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LEGAL
Nelson Oyen Torvik - January services 5,292.74

MISCELLANEOUS
Birch Communications - Phone bill 1,897.73
Farmer’s Union Oil Company - Gas, etc. 6,968.88
SW/WC Service Co-Op - BC/BS Insurance Premium/March 71,416.50

UTILITY
MN Department of Revenue - Sales Tax 7,655.00

It was moved by Nieuwbeerta, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve the
minutes of the regular meeting of January 17, 2017, as presented.

4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

- None.

5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to approve the following
consent agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY 3, 2017 IN THE
(MODIFIED) AMOUNT OF $502,279.07.

5(B) USE OF CITY PROPERTY (CITY STREETS/CITY-OWNED PARKING LOT) FOR
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2017.

5(C) APPLICATION FROM CHIPPEWA COUNTY PHEASANTS FOREVER FOR AN
EXEMPTION FROM LAWFUL GAMBLING LICENSE REQUIREMENTS TO
ALLOW RAFFLE AND PADDLEWHEEL ACTIVITY AT THE MONTEVIDEO
TRAINING & COMMUNITY CENTER (TACC) ON APRIL 1, 2017.
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6. Public Hearings.

6(A) 7:00 P.M. - 2017 SMALL CITIES GRANT APPLICATION.

Laura Milbrandt, Prairie Five, was present to discuss the 2017 Small Cities Grant
Application for the three (3) proposed grant components - Owner-occupied, rental and
commercial properties.  Milbrandt reviewed the proposed targeted areas, number of
interested participants, average and maximum grant amounts for each and grant
percentage splits.  

Council President Garbe called a public hearing to order at 7:12 P.M. to consider a Small
Cities Grant Application (and authorizing resolution), a Slum & Blight Declaration, a
Citizen Participation Plan and Grant Application Tennessen Warning Notice.   The entire
public hearing was recorded on DVD which will be kept in accordance with the city’s
adopted retention schedule, after which time the DVD will be destroyed. 

There were no interested persons present to speak on any of the projects; therefore,
President Garbe closed the public hearing at 7:12 P.M.

KAREN NIEUWBEERTA OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3415, A RESOLUTION OF
LEGAL SPONSORSHIP FOR THE 2017 SMALL CITIES GRANT APPLICATION,
(INCLUDING CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN & GRANT APPLICATION
TENNESSEN WARNING NOTICE), AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3415 WAS SECONDED BY TODD HAY. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, TODD HAY,
BRYCE CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3416, A RESOLUTION
IDENTIFYING “SLUM AND BLIGHT” CONDITIONS IN THE TARGETED AREA
OF THE CITY OF MONTEVIDEO, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3416 WAS SECONDED BY NATHAN
SCHMIDT.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: BRYCE CURTISS,
NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY, KAREN NIEUWBEERTA AND MARVIN
GARBE. THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION:  NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED
5-0.
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It was moved by Hay, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to approve the
Citizen Participation Plan & Grant Application Tennessen Warning Notice to be included
with the 2017 Small Cities Grant Application.

7. General Business.

7(A) REVIEW OF 2017 INSURANCE PACKAGE.

Jon Kuhlmann, Casualty Assurance, was present to review and discuss the 2017
insurance package, written through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust
(LMCIT).  Kuhlmann discussed the changes from 2016, noting a 3% increase in
premium, while also noting the substantial $67,756 dividend received.

7(B) MILWAUKEE ROAD HERITAGE CENTER REPORT/REQUEST.

In 2015, the city had sold to the MRHC a portion of the railyards.  The sale price was
$45,000, with the remainder to be paid over 10 years at 4% interest.  At that time, the
council had stated that if certain conditions were met, they would consider forbearance of
the debt on a year-to-year basis.  Jim Ruether, representing the Milwaukee Road Heritage
Center (MRHC), presented a report of the organization’s activities for 2016 and proposed
projects for 2017.  On behalf of the MRHC, Ruether formally requested a forbearance for
the 2016 payment.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve
forbearance of the 2016 land repayment.

7(C) SITE PLAN REVIEW - TAURUS COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS, LLC.

Assistant City Manager Angela Steinbach reported that in a meeting held earlier this
evening (6:00 P.M.), the Montevideo Planning Commission conducted a site plan review
submitted by Taurus Community Solar Gardens, LLC for a solar garden south of the
Highway 7 C-Store location.  A portion of the site is currently within city limits and the
other portion is in the process of being annexed into the city (see Item 7D).  The
commission unanimously recommended approval of the site plan, as submitted.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Nieuwbeerta and unanimously passed to approve
the site plan, as submitted and recommended by the planning commission.
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7(D) ANNEXATION FOR SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT.

To accommodate the sale of land to Taurus Community Solar Gardens, LLC, the city had
received a letter from the property owner requesting annexation of land that is adjacent to
the city and within the Sparta Township orderly annexation area.  

Assistant City Manager Angela Steinbach reported that in a meeting held earlier this
evening (6:00 P.M.), the Montevideo Planning Commission had reviewed and discussed
the zoning designation for the land being annexed.  According to City Code 11-4-2, any
land that is annexed comes in as an AO Agriculture-Open Space District, unless the
resolution annexing the land specifies a different zoning designation and that designation
is reviewed by the planning commission prior to passage of the resolution by the city
council.  After its review, the commission unanimously recommended approval of a B2,
Highway Business District designation.  This designation is consistent with the city’s
Comprehensive Plan.

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3417, A RESOLUTION ANNEXING
PROPERTY WITH A B-2 HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT ZONING
DESIGNATION, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF
RESOLUTION NO. 3417 WAS SECONDED BY BRYCE CURTISS.  THOSE
VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   TODD HAY, BRYCE CURTISS, KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION:  NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(E) SIDEWALK EXTENSION - ASHMORE AVENUE.

As the city engineers complete the 2017 street construction plans on Ashmore Avenue,
and because the street is being narrowed, there is an opportunity to close a gap in the
sidewalk system, and add approximately 300' of sidewalk on the north side of Ashmore
Avenue, from 3rd Street to 4th Street where there currently is none.  This improvement
would not be assessed to adjacent property owners; however, affected property owners
were given notice of the city council meeting and invited to discuss the issue with the
council.  Even though the property owners would not be asked to pay for the new
sidewalk, they would be required to maintain it.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to authorize the
sidewalk extension, as presented.
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7(F) STATE AID ADVANCE.

A resolution was presented requesting an advance from the Municipal State Aid Street
Fund to fund a portion of the city’s costs related to the 2016 (final) and 2017 Street
Improvements (Ashmore Avenue) in the amount of $400,000.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3418, A STATE AID STREET
FUNDS ADVANCE RESOLUTION, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3418 WAS SECONDED BY KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   BRYCE CURTISS,
KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, TODD HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN
GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED
5-0.

7(G) HOSPITAL OPERATING ROOM EQUIPMENT PURCHASE.

A request has been received from the hospital to allow the purchase of upgraded Stryker
equipment (scopes/digital cameras/fiber optics/cabling and other communication
equipment) for the operating rooms, in the amount of $284,119.  The Hospital Board
unanimously approved the purchase, subject to approval by the city and county.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Schmidt and unanimously passed to approve the
purchase of the Stryker Equipment upgrade, subject to approval by Chippewa County.

7(H) CITY HALL ROOF.

Bids were previously solicited for the replacement of the city hall roof.  Due to lack of
response and high bids, this project was delayed until 2017.  Staff explained that the roof
has been leaking all winter and is now doing damage to the building.  Therefore, staff
would like to proceed with bids in the time frame most advantageous (late February/early
March).  Replacement costs will be in the $16-$18/square foot range, or $225,000-
$250,000.  As an alternative, estimates for a sloped roof were also obtained, beginning at
$450,000, but that does not take into account possible truss issues, moving roof vents, etc. 
With other modifications, it is estimated that the cost of a sloped roof would exceed
$600,000.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Schmidt and unanimously passed to solicit bids for
a flat roof, with review by the council in March to decide how to proceed. 
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7(I) AIRPORT MILITARY STATIC DISPLAY.

City staff has been working for some time to get a military static display at the airport. 
The initial idea was to get a decommissioned Vietnam-era UH-1 “Huey” helicopter.  In
order to continue with the process, resolutions are needed from both the city and county
to allow this use on city and county-owned land (Montevideo-Chippewa County Airport).

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3419, A RESOLUTION APPROVING
PLACEMENT OF AN AVIATION-RELATED COMBAT OR STATIC MODEL AT
THE MONTEVIDEO-CHIPPEWA COUNTY AIRPORT, AND MOVED ITS
ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3419 WAS
SECONDED BY KAREN NIEUWBEERTA.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF
MOTION: TODD HAY, KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, BRYCE CURTISS, NATHAN
SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE. 
RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(J) PURCHASE OF 503 SMITH AVENUE.

NATHAN SCHMIDT OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3420, A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT 503 SMITH AVENUE FROM
THOMAS A. LAURITSEN, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3420 WAS SECONDED BY TODD HAY. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY,
KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, BRYCE CURTISS AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE
VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(K) PURCHASE OF 515 KINGMAN STREET.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3421, A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT 515 KINGMAN STREET
FROM FRANK & BARBARA RODER, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION
FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3421 WAS SECONDED BY KAREN
NIEUWBEERTA.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   BRYCE CURTISS,
KAREN NIEUWBEERTA, TODD HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN
GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED
5-0.
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7(L) ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS/GRANTS.

The following donations and/or grants have been received by the city:

Name Description Amount/Value

David & Judith Stendahl MAP Project (Railcar) $     100.00
State of Minnesota Flood Property Acquisition Grant 10,900.00

(503 Smith/515 Kingman)

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3422, A RESOLUTION
ACCEPTING GIFTS/GRANTS, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3422 WAS SECONDED BY NATHAN
SCHMIDT.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   BRYCE CURTISS,
NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY, KAREN NIEUWBEERTA AND MARVIN
GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION:  NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED
5-0.

8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

< City Attorney Nelson informed the council that a hearing was scheduled for Thursday,
February 9th, on the levee condemnation proceedings.

< Mayor Fader stated that she had recently attended a UMVRDC meeting.  The RDC has
had a change in membership and Fader stated she was looking forward to working with
the group again this year.

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 P.M.

_______________________________
Glennis A. Lauritsen, Secretary

Approved by council February 21, 2017: 

____________________________________
Marvin E. Garbe, President


