
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

September 5, 2017

The city council met in regular session Tuesday, September 5, 2017 in the council chambers at
city hall.  Council President Garbe called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Council members present: Marvin Garbe, Sandy Hodge, Todd Hay, Bryce Curtiss and Nathan
Schmidt.  Absent: None.   Mayor Debra Lee Fader present.

Also present were: City Manager Steve Jones, City Attorney Janice Nelson, Rodeberg &
Berryman Engineer Mike Amborn and City Clerk Glennis Lauritsen.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve the agenda, with
the following modifications:

MODIFY: 5A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 IN THE AMOUNT OF $381,853.00
$392,759.88.

 Revised amount reflects the following additional claims:

LEGAL
Nelson Oyen Torvik - Legal services for August 7,165.97

MCDC
 Community Enhancement & Organizing - Downtown Walking Study 1,642.99

MISCELLANEOUS
Birch Communications - Phone Bills 2,097.92

MODIFY: 7A) CONSIDER RESOLUTION DIRECTING CITY ABATEMENT OF A
NUISANCE AT 418 SOUTH 7TH STREET.

Modified resolution provided.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Hodge and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of
the regular meeting of August 21, 2017, as presented.
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4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

- None.

5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Hay, seconded by Hodge and unanimously passed to approve the following
consent agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 IN THE
(MODIFIED) AMOUNT OF $392,759.88.

5(B) SALE OF SEIZED/SURPLUS ITEMS BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT
(GOODYEAR EAGLE TIRES (5) | 2007 CHRYSLER PACIFICA | 1971 FORD
PICKUP | 1998 MAZDA PROTÉGÉ | 1994 FORD EXPLORER | 1998 FORD VAN.)

6. Public Hearings.

- None. 

7. General Business.

7(A) NUISANCE ABATEMENT - 418 SOUTH 7TH STREET.

At the August 7th meeting, the council passed Resolution 3454 directing the abatement of
a nuisance at 418 South 7th Street.  The resolution provided September 5th at 7:00 P.M. as
a time for the property owner to appear and be heard.  The nuisance relates to a generator
running non-stop outside of the residence.

Staff has been monitoring the property and has found that there has been nothing done by
the property owner to abate the nuisance, nor has the property owner contacted the city to
discuss the issue.  Therefore, it is staff’s recommendation that the council direct the city
to abate the nuisance and assess the costs (plus 25%) as a special assessment against the
property.  A resolution was drafted for this purpose.

Property Owners William McGraw and Shannon Larson were present to address the
council on this issue.  McGraw stated that the number of incident reports had been
overstated - that they had not been given due process in this matter - that he and his wife
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had been harassed by the city, and their civil rights violated - that he had not been given
any options to reduce the noise level of the generator; rather, they were simply ordered to
remove the generator - that his spouse needed electricity to operate a breathing machine
due to a medical condition - and that he had taken steps to quiet the noise of the generator
with an insulation barrier. City Manager Steve Jones explained that this meeting is the
due process; this is the date/time provided for them to appear and be heard.

Police Chief Adam Christopher was present and noted that he had been at the property
earlier today and could hear the generator running from the street.  He added that the
generator runs all day, emitting an aggravating “hum” throughout the neighborhood.  He
also noted that there have been multiple complaints resulting in multiple visits to the
property.  City Manager Jones stated that he, too, had received multiple complaints.

McGraw discussed with the council his intentions for providing electricity to his property,
which included the future use of solar panels to supplement Xcel service.  He explained
that someone had removed the socket needed for the electric meter and that they had been
trying to contact Xcel Energy to hookup to that service; however, their calls had not been
returned.  He further explained that there is an issue with an unpaid bill for prior services
at the property which he is unable to pay at this time.  When asked how he intended to
supply power through the winter, McGraw stated that he would use the generator and
operate the furnace off of a battery using an inverter.  He added that he did not see a
problem with running the generator for this purpose, and that he was willing to take
additional steps so that it would not be an annoyance to the neighborhood, i.e., more
insulation, putting it in an enclosed shed, etc.   Council members stressed that a generator
is not a primary power source and, that such use is a safety issue and a fire hazard.     

  
It was moved by Hay, seconded by Hodge and unanimously passed to table the abatement
resolution to the September 18th council meeting, to allow the property owners additional
time to obtain information from an electrician and/or Xcel Energy regarding cost and
timeframe for the reconnection of electrical service at this residence.

7(B) PRELIMINARY 2018 TAX LEVY.

Minnesota Statutes require the city to adopt a preliminary 2018 tax levy and certify the
levy to the county auditor by September 29, 2017.  Finance Director Jan Flaherty
presented the levy information, stating that the total proposed levy for 2018 is
$2,252,950, a 2.95% increase over 2017 (2,188,300).  
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It was noted that a 10% increase in employee health insurance was incorporated into the
2018 Budget, but that the actual increase will be 2.5%.  Therefore, council has the option
of changing the proposed 2018 Levy to reflect that $35,000 savings, if they so choose. 
Staff presented three possible scenarios for consideration, as follows:

Proposed Levy 2018 Reduction Percentage Increase

$2,252,950 2.95%
$2,237,950 $15,000 2.27%
$2,232,950 $20,000 2.04%
$2,217,950 $35,000 1.35% 

Council was reminded that the preliminary 2018 levy is not necessarily the levy which
will be proposed as the final levy in December.  This amount cannot be raised in
December, but it can be lowered.

Flaherty also discussed the 2018 proposed preliminary budget information.  The 2018
Budget for all funds has total revenues of $12,797,355 and total expenditures of
$12,513,405.  Flaherty discussed briefly the General Fund, Special Revenue Funds, Debt
Service Funds, Construction Funds and Enterprise Funds.

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3456, A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING
THE PRELIMINARY 2018 TAX LEVY @ $2,252,950, AND MOVED ITS
ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3456 WAS
SECONDED BY BRYCE CURTISS.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:
TODD HAY, BRYCE CURTISS, SANDRA HODGE, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND
MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION
PASSED 5-0.

7(C) PRELIMINARY 2018 BUDGET.

NATHAN SCHMIDT OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3457, A RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE PRELIMINARY 2018 BUDGET, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION. 
MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3457 WAS SECONDED BY
SANDRA HODGE.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: NATHAN
SCHMIDT, SANDRA HODGE, BRYCE CURTISS, TODD HAY AND MARVIN
GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-
0.
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7(D) 2018 EDA TAX LEVY.

The city has the authority to levy a tax for use by the EDA.  This was approved by the city
in 2017, and the EDA has requested it again for 2018.  This tax is based on a maximum
of .01813 of the market value of the city, which was $42,650 for taxes payable 2017.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3458, A RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHING AN EDA TAX LEVY FOR 2018, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION. 
MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3458 WAS SECONDED BY
TODD HAY.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:  BRYCE CURTISS, TODD
HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT, SANDRA HODGE AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE
VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(E) 2018 BUDGET/LEVY PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to set the required
public comment meeting to discuss the 2018 Budget and Levy for Monday, December 4,
2017, at 7:00 P.M.

7(F) ACCEPTANCE/FLOOD RISK REDUCTION (LEVEE) PROJECT FUNDS.

City Manager Jones explained that the city had requested $1.6 Million in additional funds
for the levee project, and the state has agreed to fund an additional $500,000.  There is
$664,667 on hand, so with the additional $500,000, there is a total of $1,164,667 to use. 
The Army Corps of Engineers is requesting $450,000 at this time.  That will leave enough
for city staff to keep working on 3B survey and land acquisition.  An additional request
will be made to the state in 2018.  A resolution has been prepared which requests the
funding assistance from the Department of Natural Resources.

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3459, A RESOLUTION FOR FLOOD
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT FUNDING ASSISTANCE TO THE CITY OF
MONTEVIDEO FEDERAL FLOOD RISK REDUCTION PROJECT, AND MOVED
ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3459 WAS
SECONDED BY SANDRA HODGE.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:
TODD HAY, SANDRA HODGE, BRYCE CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND
MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION
PASSED 5-0.
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7(G) 2018 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.

Staff prepared a Draft Street Construction Plan - updated August 2017 - for review by the
council, as well as a draft resolution directing the city engineer to prepare a report on
proposed construction projects for 2018.  After review and discussion, the following
projects were proposed:

Street Projects (City):
1. Fosnes Avenue (4th Street to Highway 29)
2. Canyon Avenue (1st Street to Parkway Drive)

Storm Sewer Projects:
1. Canyon Avenue (1st Street to Parkway Drive)

Other Projects:
1. Miscellaneous cemetery, alley and park improvements.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3460, A RESOLUTION
REGARDING PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY REPORT AND COST
ESTIMATES FOR PROPOSED 2018 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, AND MOVED
ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3460 WAS
SECONDED BY NATHAN SCHMIDT.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: 
BRYCE CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY, SANDRA HODGE AND
MARVIN GARBE. THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION
PASSED 5-0.

7(H) INFORMATION SYSTEMS AUDIT.

In order to address the city’s ongoing IT needs and requirements, staff has requested an
internal information systems audit be conducted.  The audit would help to ascertain the
city’s needs and establish an ongoing plan to handle IT services.  Audit costs have been
obtained through a proposal from Morecom (the firm who assisted in the Channel 180
project) in the amount of $24,795.00.  This would also include liquor store security
system plans and specifications.  Staff explained that this is not a budgeted expense;
however, there are funds under other departmental IT work that could cover this expense
(in the city’s CIP).
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It was moved by Hodge, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to authorize staff to
work with Morecom for IT audit services, including the preparation of plans/
specifications for a new liquor store security system.

7(I) HOSPITAL DATA STORAGE DEVICE.

At its regular meeting of August 16th, the Chippewa County-Montevideo Hospital
Commission accepted the low bid of ByteSpeed for purchase of a network data storage
device in the amount of $58,995.  Purchases of this size require approval by the city and
county.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Bryce and unanimously passed to approve the
purchase, as presented.

7(J) LIQUOR APPLICATIONS - TALKING WATERS OCTOBERFEST EVENT.

Talking Waters Brewing Company has submitted liquor-related applications for a
proposed Octoberfest community event on Saturday, October 14, 2017, 3:00-9:00 P.M. 
The applications indicate the closing of Main Street, between Nichols and Canyon
Avenues.  Similar to the Fiesta Days event, music would be played in the Java River
courtyard, the area would be fenced, plastic glasses used, etc.  Staff recommended the
following action:

1. Approve submission of the state application for a 1-4 Day Temporary On-Sale
Liquor License (to allow them to take liquor outside of their licensed premises);
and,

2. Approve the city’s Application for Temporary On-Sale License for Special Event,
subject to receipt of any/all required documents, including Certificates of
Insurance from both Talking Waters and Java River, covering all areas to be used
for the event and naming the city as an additional insured.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to approve both
requests submitted by Talking Waters, as presented.

7(K) ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS/GRANTS.

The following gifts/grants have been received by the city:
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Name Description Amount/Value

State of Minnesota 2018/19Airport Maintenance/Operations Grant $   61,436.00

SANDRA HODGE OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3461, A RESOLUTION
ACCEPTING GIFTS/GRANTS, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3461 WAS SECONDED BY TODD HAY. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: SANDRA HODGE, TODD HAY,
NATHAN SCHMIDT, BRYCE CURTISS AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION:  NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

< Rodeberg & Berryman Engineer Amborn updated the council on the 2017 construction
projects, noting that the projects are finishing up, with paving planned for next week.

< City Attorney Nelson informed the council that a scheduling conference will take place
on October 31st in the Coon condemnation process.

< Mayor Fader thanked Garbe and the Vets Home Committee for its recent presentation to
the RDC.

< President Garbe announced that a Presidential Proclamation has designated September
11th as Patriots Day and asks that flags be flown at half staff that day.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 P.M.

_______________________________
Glennis A. Lauritsen, Secretary

Approved by council September 18, 2017:

_______________________________
Marvin E. Garbe, President


