
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

November 20, 2017

The city council met in regular session Monday, November 20, 2017 in the council chambers at
city hall.  Council President Garbe called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Council members present: Bryce Curtiss, Sandra Hodge, Todd Hay, Nathan Schmidt and Marvin
Garbe.  Absent: None.  Mayor Debra Lee Fader present.

Also present were:  City Manager Steven C. Jones, Rodeberg & Berryman Engineer Mike
Amborn, City Attorney Jan Nelson and City Clerk Glennis Lauritsen.

It was moved by Schmidt, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of
the regular meeting of November 6, 2017, as presented.

It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Hodge and unanimously passed to approve the agenda,
with the following modifications:

MODIFY: 5A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE
PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 24, 2017 IN THE AMOUNT OF
$89,404.71 $176,254.11.

 Revised amount reflects the following additional claims:

MCDC
Nelson Oyen Torvik Trust Account - Toft Loan $    15,000.00

MISCELLANEOUS
Delta Dental of MN - December Premium 2,384.70
SW/WC Service Co-Op - BC/BS December Premium 63,409.00

UTILITY
MN Pollution Control Agency - Lab Certification Renewal 1,575.00
Roger Lauritsen - Gallons Hauled Over Contract 4,480.70
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MODIFY: 7B) CONSIDER RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO
ABATE A NUISANCE AT 418 SOUTH 8TH 7TH STREET.

MODIFY: 7D) CONSIDER RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE ABATEMENT OF A
NUISANCE AT 1109 NORTH 17TH STREET.

- Revised resolution provided.

ADD: 7G) CONSIDER PURCHASE OF TECHNOLOGY POWER
CONDITIONING FOR FOUR (4) CABINETS AT THE
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT.

4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

- None.

5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Hodge, seconded by Hay and unanimously passed to approve the following
consent agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 17, 2017 IN THE
(MODIFIED) AMOUNT OF $176,254.11.

6. Public Hearings.

- None. 

7. General Business.

7(A) 2017 AUDIT TERMS/FEES.

Dana F. Cole & Company, LLP, had provided the city with a letter outlining audit terms
and fees for the 2017 audit.  The fee for the 2017 audit would be $25,650.00, which is a
3% increase over 2016.
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It was moved by Curtiss, seconded by Schmidt and unanimously passed to approve the
Letter of Engagement, as presented.

7(B) ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE AT 418 SOUTH 7TH STREET.

At the August 7th council meeting, Resolution No. 3454 was passed which directed the
abatement of a nuisance (generator) by September 5, 2017, on property owned by
William B. McGraw and Shannon Larson at 418 South 7th Street.  The property owner
was notified of this action by letter and a copy of the resolution which was personally
served by the Chippewa County Sheriff’s Department on August 28th.  The resolution
provided September 5, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. as the date/time for the property owner to abate
the nuisance and/or appear and be heard.  At that meeting, after receiving input from the
property owners and staff, action was tabled to 9/18/17.  Subsequently, the issue was
tabled again to 10/2/17, then to 10/16/17 and then to 11/20/17.  Inasmuch as the nuisance
has not been abated by the property owner, staff recommended the council adopt the
resolution prepared which directs the city to abate the nuisance and specially assess costs
associated with that abatement.

McGraw and Larson were present to address the council, stating that the electric meter
has been put up and an inspector scheduled for Tuesday, the 21st.  McGraw took issue
with the nature of the nuisance cited, challenging whether it constitutes a public or private
matter inasmuch as only one person has submitted a complaint.  He noted that the
neighbors on either side of him have no problem with the generator and that the noise is
no worse than that of a lawnmower, snowblower or hairdryer.  

Council president Garbe stated that the property owners have had more than ample time
to abate the nuisance and, therefore, he encouraged the council to adopt the resolution
authorizing city abatement.  Larson commented that the generator is crucial to her
wellbeing, inasmuch as she needs oxygen and had stopped breathing five (5) times since
the last time they appeared before the council.  

FOLLOWING DISCUSSION, TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3472, A
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO ABATE A NUISANCE AT 418
SOUTH 7TH STREET, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION
OF RESOLUTION NO. 3472 WAS SECONDED BY BRYCE CURTISS.  THOSE
VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:  TODD HAY, BRYCE CURTISS, SANDRA
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HODGE, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST
MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

Before leaving the council chambers, Larson asked where to send legal papers on the
issue.  City Manager Jones answered 103 Canton Avenue, and to his attention.

7(C) ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE AT 209 NORTH 9TH STREET.

At the October 2, 2017 meeting, the council passed Resolution No. 3464 which directed
the abatement of a nuisance by October 16th on property owned by Terry & Arlyce
Dolven at 209 North 9th Street.  By certified mail, restricted delivery, the property owner
was notified of this action by letter dated October 4, 2017.  The resolution provided
October 16th at 7:00 P.M. as a date/time for the property owner to be heard.  The property
owners were present at that meeting and requested additional time to cleanup the
property.  The council tabled this item to November 20th.  Staff reported that the condition
of the property has improved; however, it remains and continues to be in violation of city
codes and, therefore, staff recommended the council pursue abatement.

NATHAN SCHMIDT OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3473, A RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING CITY TO ABATE NUISANCE, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION. 
MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3473 WAS SECONDED BY
SANDRA HODGE.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   NATHAN
SCHMIDT, SANDRA HODGE, BRYCE CURTISS, TODD HAY AND MARVIN
GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 
5-0.

7(D) ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE AT 1109 NORTH 17TH STREET.

Notices were sent October 3 and October 31, 2017 regarding nuisance items that needed
to be abated (miscellaneous junk and debris in the front yard on a trailer) to Marlene
Bradshaw, owner of the property at 1109 North 17th Street.  Each notice gave the property
owner 10 days to abate the nuisance.  Inasmuch as the property owner has not taken
sufficient action to remedy the problem, staff recommended council action to pursue
abatement.  A resolution was drafted which gives the property owner until December 4th

to abate the nuisance and/or address the city council. 

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3474, A RESOLUTION
DIRECTING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION. 
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MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3474 WAS SECONDED BY
TODD HAY.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   BRYCE CURTISS, TODD
HAY, NATHAN SCHMIDT, SANDRA HODGE AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE
VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(E) 2017 AMENDED BUDGET.

Finance Director Jan Flaherty was on hand to review the proposed budget amendments
for 2017.  Revenues were increased by $1,436,400 and expenditures increased by
$2,133,000, resulting in total revenues of $14,739,860 and total expenditures of
$15,346,310.

BRYCE CURTISS OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3475, A RESOLUTION
ADOPTING THE AMENDED BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2017, AND
MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 3475
WAS SECONDED BY NATHAN SCHMIDT.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF
MOTION:   BRYCE CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT, TODD HAY, SANDRA
HODGE AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE. 
RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(F) ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS/GRANTS.

The following donations have been received by the city:

Name Description Amount/Value

American Legion Gambling Account Donation - Ambulance Equipment $      2,600.00
American Legion Gambling Account Donation - Shop With a Cop Program 250.00
Eagles Wings Foundation of the MN Donation - Montevideo Community Concert Assn. 2,500.00
     Community Concert Association

TODD HAY OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 3476, A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING
GIFTS/GRANTS, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF
RESOLUTION NO. 3476 WAS SECONDED BY SANDRA HODGE.  THOSE
VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION:   TODD HAY, SANDRA HODGE, BRYCE
CURTISS, NATHAN SCHMIDT AND MARVIN GARBE.  THOSE VOTING
AGAINST MOTION:  NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.
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7(G) TECHNOLOGY POWER CONDITIONING AT WWTP.

As a part of the city’s IT audit, it was determined that the processing cards and fiber
connectors at the wastewater treatment plant are being damaged.  This happens when the
generator is put online, and at other times as well.  In order to remedy the problem, there
are four (4) cabinets that need to be power conditioned.  Cost before shipping and labor
for installation is estimated at $10,503.28.

It was moved by Hodge, seconded by Curtiss and unanimously passed to authorize the
purchase through MoreCom, as presented.

8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

- None. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:24 P.M.

_______________________________
Glennis Lauritsen, Secretary

Approved by council December 4, 2017:

_______________________________
Marvin E. Garbe, President


