
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION

May 19, 2025

The city council met in a worksession on Monday, May 19, 2025 in the council chambers at city hall. 
President Curtiss called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The worksession had been set by the council
on May 5th.

Council members present:    Bryce Curtiss, Dean Matthys, Steve Sulflow, Dan Sanborn and Beverly
Olson.   Absent:   None.  Mayor Bulman present.

Also present was City Manager Robert Wolfington, Public Works Director Ryan Gallagher and City
Clerk Tami Schuelke-Sampson.

2. Discussion Items.

2(A) CAT CONTROL OPTION.

City Council heard a complaint by a citizen about his neighbor feeding feral cats.  City Manager
Wolfington has been working with Countryside Public Health and there is no health concerns. 
The city is currently trapping cats, bringing them to Perfect Paws who keeps them for a time
period and if not claimed they are put down.  This costs the city $40 a cat.  A group, M & M
Rescue, visited with City Manager Wolfington explaining they would work with Hawk Creek
Animal Shelter in Willmar to catch, spade/neuter, bring the cat current on vaccination and then
release the cat back in Montevideo for $70 a cat.  There was discussion about the options, the
cost, the staff time, enforcing the pet licensing and purchasing more traps.  The consensus of
Council was to continue with what we are currently doing.

 2(B) FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH SPECTRUM, DBA CHARTER.

City Manager Wolfington provided Council with the history and purpose for the franchise
agreement.  The current agreement expired in 2018 and two years ago the court cases pertaining
to franchise agreements were settled.  Wolfington had been contacted by Brian Grogan, attorney
working with the City on the franchise renewal.  The options we have are to ask Charter for their
agreement proposal or provide them with the one that was drafted in 2021.  After discussion
Council recommended to provide the proposed agreement drafted in 2021.

2(C) REAL ESTATE - 310 EUREKA AVENUE (PERFORMING ARTS CENTER).

The lot where the former performing arts center was is for sale.  The asking price is $65,000. 
The lot is not builder ready because of the uncertainty of what lies under the area on the east side
of the lot.  This is located in a R2 district so a series of duplexes could be built.  After discussion
Council advised City Manager Wolfington to contact the real estate agent that has the lot listed to
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inquire and show that the City has interest in the property.  The Council will need to go into a
closed session during a council meeting to discuss items related to the potential purchase. 

2(D) OTHER.

< Public Works Director Gallagher provided the following update:
• At Lagoon Park they tilled and planted 400 to 500 pounds of grass seed at the northwest

corner.  Native trees/grasses were planted along the outside of the riverbank.
• A family had asked a councilmember about a possible memorial.  Gallagher is waiting

for the family to contact him to provide the location for a bench on a cement base.   
• Staff are busy cleaning up the cemetery for Memorial Day.  It has been difficult with the

rain.
• Staff continues monitoring catch basins due to the rainfall amounts and intensity.  

< Mayor Bulman expressed concern on the condition of some of the signage for the city. A thought
is to increase the budget in the future to clean-up or replace the signs as needed.  The ideas
discussed were:
• Contact Montevideo Creative to see if any of the membership would be able to help with

this. 
• Put up large letters like the one that Montevideo Uruguay has.  The three foot tall

concrete letters are painted/decorated by others and provides a photo opportunity when
visiting the city.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 P.M.

_______________________________
Secretary

Approved by council June 2, 2025:

_______________________________
President - City Council


