
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

July 21, 2025

The city council met in regular session Monday, July 21, 2025 in the council chambers at city hall. 
Council President Curtiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:   Steve Sulflow, Beverly Olson, Dan Sanborn and Bryce Curtiss.  Absent:
Dean Matthys.  Mayor James Bulman present.

Also present were: City Manager Robert Wolfington, City Attorney Janice Nelson, City Engineer Mike
Amborn and City Clerk Tami Schuelke-Sampson.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Sanborn and unanimously passed to approve the agenda, with the
following modifications:

MODIFY: 5(A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING JULY 17, 2025 IN THE AMOUNT OF $172,029.35. $329,684.08.

The revised list reflects the following additions:

LIQUOR
Johnson Brothers Liquor Company - Inventory $     5,258.17
Phillips Wind & Spirits - Inventory 2,305.00
MN Department of Revenue - Sales Tax 20,535.00
Southern Glazer’s of MN - Inventory 9,514.03

PUBLIC WORKS
Flexible Pipe Tools & Equipment - Command Center Equip 58,579.50
Veseris - Kontrol Mosquito 4-4 7.972.60

REFUSE
Totstenson, Inc. - June services 47,583.43

UTILITY
MN Department of Revenue - Sales Tax 5,907.00

ADD: 7(E) CONSIDER IRRIGATION AGREEMENT WITH JIM & JAN
FLAHERTY AT 1409 SHERIDAN AVENUE. 

ADD: 9(C) DISCUSSION ON FLOCK CAMERA SYSTEM FOR MONTEVIDEO
POLICE DEPARTMENT.
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It was moved by Sanborn, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting of July 7, 2025, as presented.

4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

< Larissa Schwenk, Head Librarian of the Montevideo Public Library and Fiesta Days board
member, was present to address the council.  This item had been tabled during the July 7th

meeting.  The Fiesta Days board would like to put a commemorative plaque on a city bench on
First Street.  The plaque would be in memory of Fiesta Days board member Robert Jepma.  The
plaque would not exceed 4" x 6" in size and it would be made out of metal and securely attached
to the bench.  Council directed staff to work with the Fiesta Days board to design the plaque and
bring the final design to council for approval.

< State Representative, Scott VanBinsbergen, addressed council.  He provided an update on the
last legislative session and is asking the City, School, and County to encourage the youth to stay
or come back to our community.  They are the future of our community.

5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Sanborn, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to approve the following
consent agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JULY 17, 2025 IN THE (MODIFIED) 
AMOUNT OF $329,684.08.

5(B) APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY JERICK KOSEL/MONTEVIDEO RECRUIT
SUSTAINMENT PROGRAM WITH THE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD REQUESTING USE
OF SNAKE HILL AND WINDOM PARK FOR MILITARY TRAINING ON SATURDAY,
JULY 26TH, 2025.

6. Public Hearings.

- None.

7. General Business.

7(A) 2024 AUDIT PRESENTATION & ACCEPTANCE.

Amy Bjornjeld, Dana F. Cole & Company, LLC, was on hand to review and discuss the 2024
Audit.
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It was moved by Sanborn, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to accept the audit, as
presented.

7(B) RELIEF ASSOCIATION BYLAWS AMENDMENT.

The Fire Relief Association requested ratification of its resolution increasing the yearly
retirement benefit from $3,800/year of service to $4,000/year of service, effective July 21, 2025. 
The last increase was effective 5/1/24.

Chad Hiepler, President, and Darin Brock, Secretary, were present representing the Relief
Association and to address any questions/concerns raised.  Brock explained the process involved
in calculating the annual benefit level and stated that the max amount they could increase to is
$5,500/year of service but asking for $4,000/year of service at this time.

It was moved by Sanborn and seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to ratify the Relief
Association resolution, as presented. 

7(C) DNR AMENDMENT OF LEASE.

An amendment of lease document was presented between the city and the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) for continuing with the same terms and conditions as set forth in the
current lease and be renewed for a five year period from November 1, 2025 to October 31, 2030. 
The proposed amendment of lease continues to pay for the annual electric and heat bills and
maintains the working relationship between the entities.  

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to approve the amendment
of lease, as presented.

7(D) CARNEGIE LIBRARY CONDITION ASSESSMENT.

On June 30, 2025, staff were notified facade bricks had fallen.  Public Works employees worked
to remove the remaining loose bricks from the failure area and Engan and Associates of Willmar
were contacted to do an assessment of the condition of the building.  The assessment noted that
additional bricks in the effected area will likely fall, however catastrophic failure is highly
unlikely at this point.  An interiour review was done of the property, and no signs of the issues
were identified.  

A letter was received by the City prepared by Engan and Associates to provide a more detailed
assessment of the current state of the Carnegie Library and steps that could be taken if it was
decided to attempt to restore the building.  It was recommended by Engan and Associates to keep
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people away from the effected area, however it is not likely the building will have greater
failures over the next 12 months.

After discussion, Council directed city staff to clean up the area, remove the fencing around the
whole building sectioning off only around the failure area, get a quote to demolish the building,
look into the historic society grants available and the steps to remove the building from the
historic registry.

7(E) IRRIGATION AGREEMENT - 1409 SHERIDAN AVENUE.

The City of Montevideo received an application from Jim & Jan Flaherty at 1409 Sheridan
Avenue for the installation of an irrigation system.  This would include a portion of the right-of -
way in the front of his property.  The city permits irrigation systems but requires an agreement to
be signed between the City and property owner.  The pending agreement states that any repairs
would need to be done by the property owner and it would not prohibit the City to access the full
legal use of the right-of-way.  Staff is recommending approving the pending agreement.

It was moved by Sanborn, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to authorize the mayor
and city manager to execute the irrigation agreement with Jim & Jan Flaherty for the property at
1409 Sheridan Avenue.

8. Ordinances.

-None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

Agenda item 9(C)was moved to the first item under discussion and miscellaneous.  

9(C) FLOCK CAMERA SYSTEM FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT.

The Montevideo Police Department has continued exploring camera options for the community. 
Chief Ken Schule has identified a company named Flock that Chippewa County is looking at
purchasing a camera system from.  Chief Schule is looking at two cameras for the City of
Montevideo, one stationery and one mobile camera.  Flock has worked with a number of other
communities in Minnesota.  They are a subscription based camera system, meaning the City
would not own the cameras and they would be upgraded through the normal monthly/annual fees. 
Council asked to have a presentation on the camera system at a future meeting.  
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9(A) BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS UPDATES.

< City Manager Wolfington stated the airport commission has met and approved the capital
improvement plan and it has been submitted to the appropriate authorities.

< Mayor Bulman is excited for the EDA to have a booth at the fair and welcomed existing and new
entrepreneurs to stop by the booth see what the EDA has to offer. 

9(B) OTHER.

< Councilmember Olson spoke with a resident that has concerns of Montevideo and the condition
of some properties.  Olson explained to the resident that the city is working on them but it is a
process and this is not fast enough for the resident.  Mayor Bulman encouraged residents to mow
their lawns.  

< City Manager Wolfington provided an update regarding Jeffrey Jahn, 120 Canyon Avenue. 
Wolfington, Jahn and City Engineer Mike Amborn have met and had discussions and
correspondence. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M.

_______________________________
Tami Schuelke-Sampson, Secretary

Approved by council August 4, 2025: 

____________________________________
President - City Council


