
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

JUNE 15, 2026

The city council met in regular session Monday, June 15, 2026 in the council chambers at city hall. 
Council President Sanborn called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:   Steve Sulflow, Beverly Olson, Jarrod Flinn, Gwyn Stenson and Dan Sanborn. 
Absent: None.  Mayor James Bulman present.

Also present were: City Manager Robert Wolfington, City Attorney Elizabeth Bloom and City Clerk
Tami Schuelke-Sampson.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to approve the agenda, with the
following modifications:

MODIFY: 5(A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING JUNE 11, 2026 IN THE AMOUNT OF $309,228.77. $341,772.94.

The revised list reflects the following additions:

MISCELLANEOUS
Clearway Community Solar - Solar Bills         $        30,594.17

PUBLIC WORKS
Emery’s Signs - Repaint & sand blast 2 signs 1,950.00

MODIFY: 7(H) CONSIDER RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GIFTS/GRANTS FROM
VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS & INDIVIDUALS.

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting of June 1, 2026, as presented.

4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

Jesus Mijares, 228 North 7th Street, addressed council requesting that either a stop sign or yield sign be
placed on Lincoln Avenue at either 7th or 8th Street.  He stated that people are driving too fast and not
paying attention.  He is concerned because there are a lot of small children that live in this area. 
President Sanborn stated that this will be addressed at the next Traffic Safety Committee meeting.

4(A) SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION.                    

Mayor Bulman presented a 20-year employee service award to Public Works Foreman Craig
Hendrickson (hired May 22, 2006).  
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5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to approve the following consent
agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JUNE 11, 2026 IN THE (MODIFIED) 
AMOUNT OF $341,772.94.

5(B) SALE OF SEIZED/SURPLUS VEHICLES BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT (2000 CHEVY
BLAZER, 2006 DODGE 1500 AND 2005 VOLKSWAGEN TOUAREG).

6. Public Hearings.

- None.

7. General Business.

7(A) FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION PENSION PLAN REPORT.

The Montevideo Fire Relief Association 2026 Schedule Form for Lump-Sum Pension Plans
report was presented for review and consideration.  The Relief Association is required to present
the report to the city annually.  The form showed the accrued liability for the Association and
further presents a financial projection of the pension funds to the end of 2026 and a calculation
of the projected surplus or deficit as of the end of 2026.  There is no required contribution by the
City.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to accept the report, as
presented.

7(B) FAMILY PROMISE OF WEST CENTRAL MN USE OF CENTRAL PARK/PARKING LOT
AREA.

Family Promise of West Central Minnesota submitted a request to use Central Park and the
parking lot for a fundraising event for Heritage Haven on Wednesday, July 22nd.  They are
requesting to close North 4th Street from Sherman Avenue to Lincoln Avenue so that those
attending can safely cross and to accommodate electrical cords and food truck parking.  Staff has
no objections and are working with the organizers on insurance and city licensed food truck(s).

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to approve the use of Central
Park, as requested and recommended by staff.
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7(C) AIRPORT COMMISSION APPOINTMENT.

A vacancy exists on the airport commission with the term expiring January 2027.  An application
has been submitted by Brock Olson to fulfill the term. 

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to appoint Brock Olson
to the Montevideo/Chippewa County Airport Commission, term expiring January 2027.

7(D) PARK BOARD APPOINTMENTS.

Vacancies exist on the park board, with one term expiring January 2029 and one expiring
January 2030.  Applications were submitted by Chris Reisdorfer for the term expiring January
2029 and Brock Olson for the term expiring January 2030. 

It was moved by Olson, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to appoint Chris
Reisdorfer, term expiring January 2029 and Brock Olson, term expiring January 2030 to the
Montevideo Park Board.

7(E) PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT.

A vacancy exists on the planning commission, term expiring January 2029.  Two applications
were submitted by Winthro “Windy” Block and Fernando Zamora.  Council expressed that both
were great qualified candidates.

It was moved by Olson, seconded by Flinn and unanimously passed to appoint Fernando Zamora
to the Montevideo Planning Commission, term expiring January 2029.

7(F) LEASE/SUPPORT AGREEMENT WITH AXON FOR POLICE TECHNOLOGY AND
TRAINING EQUIPMENT.

Police Chief Ken Schule addressed council about a five year lease and support with Axon
Public Safety Technology Company for the following equipment and services:
• Body-worn Cameras
• In-car squad cameras
• Axon software services, including translation and report writing assistance
• Less lethal energy weapons (TASER 10 models)
• Virtual reality (VR) training equipment for officer scenario based training

This would replace outdated and non-serviceable equipment with updated technology currently
utilized by agencies throughout the region.  This includes full equipment coverage and support
for five years, as well as a no cost equipment upgrade in year three to ensure continued access



Minutes/City Council
June 15, 2026
Page No. 4

to current technology.  The VR training platform in intended to enhance officer training in de-
escalation, empathy building and high stress decision making.  Approval of this lease/support
agreement will consolidate multiple technology expenditures into a single predictable annual
contract, improving long-term budgeting and reducing future capital replacement costs.  

The total cost is $216,826.  The proposed payment structure includes the following:
• Initial first year payment of approximately $104,340 funded through budgeted and

reserved police department funds for the different cameras and TASER equipment,
along with the $2,500 casino grant.

• Remaining annual payments of approximately $28,121.50 over the following four
years could come from the following:
• Annual budget of approximately $20,500 for TASERs and camera equipment.
• $10,000 Gary Sinise Foundation grant that has been applied for.
• $20,000 Bureau of Justice Assistance Small, Rural and Tribal Body-Worn

Camera Program grant that has been applied for.
• Additional grant opportunities to offset the costs.

Schule thanked Officer McAlpin for all his extra time and assistance.  McAlpin has helped
negotiate with AXON for the features that the department actually needs and is the officer that
is applying for the different grant opportunities. 

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to authorize the mayor and
City Manager to enter into the lease/support agreement with Axon Public Safety Technology
Company for police technology and training equipment.

7(H) APPROVED PAYSCALE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR POSITION.

The City of Montevideo’s economic development position has been handled in a number of
ways over the last ten years.  This includes an Assistant City Manager, contracting with CEDA
for an in house economic development professional and bringing that position in house with
the community development coordinator position.  By transitioning the position back to
Community Development Director, the position is salaried and will provide more flexibility
and independence to address the economic development projects in Montevideo.  The position
will also assist in zoning issues and will have a focus on the City’s Comprehensive Plan
project.  City Manager Wolfington would like to transition our Community Development
Coordinator to a pre-existing position of Community Development Director based on
qualifications and experience.  Council expressed their appreciation for the current Community
Development Coordinator, Jessica Dahms, and stated what a pleasure it is to have her on city
staff.
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It was moved by Olson, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to authorize the City
Manager to approve the payscale and position for Community Development Director.

7(I) ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS/GRANTS.

The following gifts/grants have been received by the city:

Name Description Amount/Value
David Lauritsen Donation of Foosball Table to Community Center $          200.00
Knights of Columbus Donation to Central Park Playground Equipment 2,500.00
Montevideo Fire Relief Assn. Donations:

Equipment Fund 20,000.00
Youth Activities 10,000.00

STEVE SULFLOW OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 4073 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING
GIFTS/GRANTS, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF
RESOLUTION NO. 4073 WAS SECONDED BY BEVERLY OLSON.  THOSE VOTING IN
FAVOR OF MOTION: STEVE SULFLOW, BEVERLY OLSON, GWYN STENSON, JARROD
FLINN AND DAN SANBORN.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE. 
RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

9(A) ELECTRIC BIKE/SCOOTER DISCUSSION.

Police Chief Schule explained how electric bikes/scooters are becoming more and more of a concern.  He
expressed frustration the department has with parents letting young kids use these and then brushing off
police concerns when they are asked about the electric bike/scooter and age of the child.  Minnesota State
Statutes 169.222 and 169.225 outline the safety equipment, age requirements and other operation
requirements and prohibitions.  Councilmembers stated the biggest complaints they are hearing is how
fast the bike/scooter is going, not wearing protective equipment and not obeying traffic laws.  Schule
stated that there is an education piece that is missing for both the children and parents.  Council discussed
situations they have heard about or encountered.  Council directed staff to develop a city ordinance that
the police can enforce, an amount to fine the riders for a citation and/or develop a class the rider would
need to attend (like was done when the City had an active bicycle cop).
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9(B) BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS UPDATES.

< No Hospital Board or Airport Commission meetings.  EDA will be held tomorrow morning.

9(C) OTHER.

< Councilmembers explained different Fiesta Days events that are happening this week.  The Soap
Box Derby event was held earlier this evening.  It was impressive and had a good turnout. 
During the Community Picnic on Thursday, Council President Sanborn and Mayor Bulman, will
be getting pies to the face as a fundraiser for the splashpad.  

< Mayor Bulman gave a shout out to the Public Works Department and all they have done for
Fiesta Days.  

< Councilmember Olson stated the planters on Main Street look awesome. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 P.M.

_______________________________
Tami Schuelke-Sampson, Secretary

Approved by council July 6, 2026: 

____________________________________
President - City Council


