
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION

JUNE 22, 2026

The city council met in a worksession on Monday, June 22, 2026 starting at city hall and
carpooling, with no more than two council members in each vehicle, to the different city
facilities/sites.  President Sanborn called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  The worksession had
been set by the council on May 18th for the purpose of the on-site tours of city facilities to get an
assessment of the condition and to aid in decision making in the future.

Council members present:    Steve Sulflow, Beverly Olson, Jarrod Flinn, Gwyn Stenson and Dan
Sanborn.   Absent: None.  Mayor James Bulman present.

Also present was City Manager Robert Wolfington, Utilities Superintendent Doug Doty, Public
Works Director Ryan Gallagher and City Clerk Tami Schuelke-Sampson.

2. Facilities Tour.

2(A) OLD MnDOT BUILDING.

The building to the south is the current salt shed that Council approved to replace.  It is
beyond repair and will be demolished.  The building on the north is heated in the winter
and used for storage of equipment.  This building is also where Prairie Five Rides store
their busses during the County Fair.  Some issues that have happened is the Fair Board
removed part of the fence at the south end of the property without permission and they
allow campers to park here and pull power from the building during the fair.

2(B) OLD PUBLIC WORKS AREA.

This location serves many purposes.  Some of them are as follows:
• fenced area is the police impound lot
• building to the north has more impounded items, property the City has to store for

structures that are demolished and a part that is rented to the DNR
• building to the south houses the brine tank, snow haulers, six inch water pumps,

generator, oil truck, cones, barricades, signs and other items 

This location is where the new salt shed will be located.  The items in the buildings were
explained along with how the City acquired property in the area due to the levee project. 
The city has to maintain the levee and follow a maintenance plan.  An item the city will
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need to purchase in the future is a robotic mower (when one is able to mow on the step
grade) for the levee.  

2(C) CULLIGAN BUILDING.

This building is used as overflow storage (city records, hockey rink, sand bags, hoses,
etc.) and has no power.  Because of FEMA and DNR stipulations, the city is unable to
lease, rent or sell the building.  City Manager Wolfington is unsure if any improvements
can be made to the building but does know that an addition cannot be done.  The roof
does currently leak.

2(D) SMITH ADDITION AREA.

There was a water leak in the addition that caused a low level at the water plant.  The leak 
was discovered because the sod was being raised and  water was pooling.  Because of
this, we have to do something.  

Last year, Council was approached and a decision was made to not do any improvements
in this area to discourage development.  The following additional items were discussed:
• the utilities are clay tile and failing
• utility service is provided to approximately 18 properties
• the main line for the City of Watson
• concern about the infiltration and inflow from this area with MPCA regulations 
• possible solution is one main service for everyone
• a long term seasonal camping area is a possibility in the future  

2(E) BUS GARAGE.

This building is used as a storage area for the city and Nelson Oyen Torvik store some of
their City of Montevideo records in a room on the north side of the building.

The following items were discussed:
• the hillside leaks into the building
• the roof leaks 
• the back wall is serving as the retaining wall that is keeping 2nd Street usable

behind the building
• the aesthetics of the outside of the building with it being located on main street
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While touring the bus garage, the vandalism of City bathroom facilities and the excessive
garbage pickup, from people not using the trash cans at the parks, was discussed.

2(F) CARNEGIE LIBRARY.

The outside of the building has bricks and windows that have fallen.  The group did not
view the inside of the building, but City Manager Wolfington stated it is in relatively
good shape except for the roof being the biggest issue. 

As directed by Council, Wolfington is currently in the process of getting permission to
take down this building.  To do this, the building has to be removed from the National
Register of Historic Places.  Wolfington has submitted the request and is waiting for the
decision.  A verbal quote of $120,000, was received to demo the building.  Because of the
cost, the demolition would have to go out for bids.  There are no grants to take down
historic buildings, so the cost would come out of the city budget.  This lot is a zero lot
line, meaning the building is built right on the property line, and is too small to build on
after the demolition.  

2(G) MONTEVIDEO PUBLIC POOL.

The pool is over 30 years old.  The city has been trying to set aside money in the CIP
budget for many years but this is one of the easier items to decrease/eliminate to balance
the budget.  The following items were discussed:
• a lot of updates have been completed in the last two years that will extend the life

of the current pool
• a couple large water leaks (2,800 gallons a day) have been found and fixed
• pool side concrete needs to be addressed because of the uneven walking area
• zero entry pool - a possible option in the future

While touring the pool area additional park upgrades (basketball courts and soccer goals) 
were discussed.

2(H) FIRE HALL.

The following items were discussed:
• fire truck needs
• antique fire truck is currently being rebuilt 
• wall mural in the antique fire truck area
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2(I) CITY HALL.

The following items need to be addressed:
• ramp is not ADA compliant and the railing is not secure
• stairs to the staff entrance need to be addressed as they are not stable
• electrical issues 
• HVAC issues to which City Manager Wolfington received a verbal quote of

$68,000, a few years ago, that would only provide a band-aid fix
• police entrance stairs that are deteriorating  
• leaking roof or condensation issues that have damaged records 

There was discussion on the following items:
• the possibility of relocating or building a new City Hall 
• the Comprehensive Plan and how this is a way the city can strategically plan for

the future of the buildings and facilities 
• the demolition of deteriorated homes

Councilmembers thanked City Manager Wolfington for putting together this tour and agreed that
the tour should be done regularly.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

_______________________________
Tami Schuelke-Sampson, Secretary

Approved by council July 6, 2026:

_______________________________
President - City Council


