
CITY OF MONTEVIDEO
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

JULY 6, 2026

The city council met in regular session Monday, July 6, 2026 in the council chambers at city hall. 
Council President Sanborn called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council members present:   Steve Sulflow, Beverly Olson, Jarrod Flinn, Gwyn Stenson and Dan Sanborn. 
Absent: None.  Mayor James Bulman present.

Also present were: City Manager Robert Wolfington, City Attorney Elizabeth Bloom, City Engineer
Mike Amborn and City Clerk Tami Schuelke-Sampson.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to approve the agenda, with the
following modifications:

MODIFY: 5(A) CONSIDER APPROVAL OF VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD
ENDING JULY 2, 2026 IN THE AMOUNT OF $460,756.62. $544,278.56.

The revised list reflects the following additions:

LIQUOR 
Dahlheimer Beverage Green Isle - Inventory         $       18,858.66
Madison Bottling Co. - Inventory 12,197.10
Phillips Wine & Spirits - Inventory 4,525.73
Southern Glazer’s of MN - Inventory 2,386.85
Southern Glazer’s of MN - Inventory 3,331.72
Southern Glazer’s of MN - Inventory 1,612.21

AIRPORT
HDR Engineering, Inc. - Professional Services - SRE 2006 6,050.00
HDR Engineering, Inc. - Professional Services - SRE 2006 6,050.00

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
Montevideo Area Chamber of Commerce - May/June Invoices 13,214.12

MISCELLANEOUS
Farmers Union Oil Company - Fuel 12,256.64
Fusion Cloud Services - Phone 3,038.91

MODIFY: 7(A) CONSIDER APPROVING SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR MINNESOTA
VALLEY COOPERATIVE LIGHT AND POWER ASSOCIATION 519
SOUTH 1ST STREET.
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Revised HEIGHT, YARD AND AREA REGULATIONS section of the site plan
review.

MODIFY: 7(F) CONSIDER DECLARATION OF INTENT TO BOND.

Revised dollar amount in number 3.

ADD: 7(K) CONSIDER RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF $740,000
GENERAL OBLIGATION IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2026A.

ADD: 7(L) CONSIDER PROPOSALS FOR NEW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting of June 15, 2026 and worksesson of June 22, 2026, as presented.

4. Notices/Communications/Announcements or Appearance of Interested Citizens.

4(A) SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION.                    

Mayor Bulman presented a 10-year employee service award to Heavy Equipment Operator Chad
Schultz (hired June 27, 2016).

4(B) SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION.                    

Mayor Bulman presented a 10-year employee service award to Public Works Foreman Tony
Weckerth (hired July 5, 2016).

 
5. Consent Agenda.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Flinn and unanimously passed to approve the following consent
agenda items:

5(A) VERIFIED CLAIMS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JULY 3, 2026 IN THE (MODIFIED) 
AMOUNT OF $544,278.56.

5(B) USE OF CITY PROPERTY (STREETS) BY THE CCM WELLNESS CENTER FOR A 3K
COLOR FUN RUN ON AUGUST 1, 2026.

6. Public Hearings.

- None.
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7. General Business.

7(A) SITE PLAN REVIEW - MINNESOTA VALLEY COOPERATIVE LIGHT AND POWER
ASSOCIATION.

City Manager Wolfington reported that the Montevideo Planning Commission had met at 6:00
P.M. to conduct a site plan review for Minnesota Valley Cooperative Light and Power
Association, 501 South 1st Street.  They are looking to build a new truck bay.  Following its
discussion, the commission unanimously recommended approval.

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to approve the site plan
review, as recommended by the planning commission. 

7(B) BEDNAR AIR BNB, 532 NORTH 7th STREET.

Staff reported that in a meeting held earlier, the Montevideo Planning Commission held a public
hearing on a conditional use permit request from Jacob Bednar to allow a short-term rental
facility (Air BnB) in a residential district at 532 North 7th Street.   Following discussion and
public comment, the commission unanimously recommended approval, with the following
conditions:

1. Number of guests is limited to five (5); parking is limited to five (5) units.

2. A sign on the premises shall consist of not more than one single-faced, unlighted wall
sign installed flush to the structure, with a maximum area of two (2) square feet.

3. Applicant must follow all applicable laws and ordinances.

4. The city reserves the right to review this permit in one year and at any time thereafter
and to add additional conditions to preserve and protect the character of the area and to
lessen the impact of the proposed uses on this property.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to approve the
conditional use permit, as recommended by the planning commission. 

7(C) REVIEW OF 2026 IMPROVEMENT BIDS AND AWARD BID.

City Engineer Amborn stated that bids were received at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday July 1, 2026
for the 2026 Improvement Project as follows:
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Bidder Base Bid

Hjerpe Contracting, Inc., Hutchinson MN $ 849,606.00
Duininck, Inc., Prinsburg, MN $ 926,278.00
Land Pride Construction, LLC, Paynesville MN $ 928,568.75
Joe Riley Construction, Inc., Morris MN $ 937,382.49
J & J Earthworks, Inc., Milbank SD $ 983,404.50
R&R Excavating, Inc., Hutchinson MN $ 1,040,120.00

The engineer’s estimate for the base bid was $987,275.00.  Based on the bids received, Rodeberg
& Berryman, Inc. recommended that the city move forward with the project and schedule the
final assessment hearing.

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the improvement project, as
recommended by Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.   

It was moved by Olson, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to award the project to
Hjerpe Contracting, Inc., as recommended by Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.

7(D) COSTS TO BE ASSESSED - 2026 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.

Based on the bids received for the 2026 Improvement Project, a resolution was prepared stating
the contract price for the improvement at $892,606.00 plus associated expenses of $155,500.00,
for a total cost of the improvement at $1,048,106.00.  The portion of the cost to be assessed
against benefitted property owners is $226,616.70. 

STEVE SULFLOW OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 4074, A RESOLUTION DECLARING
COST TO BE ASSESSED AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF PROPOSED
ASSESSMENT, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF
RESOLUTION NO. 4074 WAS SECONDED BY BEVERLY OLSON.  THOSE VOTING IN
FAVOR OF MOTION: STEVE SULFLOW, BEVERLY OLSON, GWYN STENSON, JARROD
FLINN AND DAN SANBORN.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE. 
RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(E) FINAL PUBLIC HEARING - 2026 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.

JARROD FLINN OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 4075, A RESOLUTION FOR HEARING ON
PROPOSED ASSESSMENT (8/3/26), AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 4075 WAS SECONDED BY BEVERLY OLSON. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: JARROD FLINN, BEVERLY OLSON, STEVE
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SULFLOW, GWYN STENSON AND DAN SANBORN.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST
MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(F) INTENT TO BOND - 2026 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.

In accordance with IRS issued Treasury Regulations, the city is required to make a “Declaration
of Intent” to reimburse itself for expenditures paid out prior to bonds being issued for the 2026
Improvement Project.  

It was moved by Olson, seconded by Sulflow and unanimously passed to approve a Declaration
of Official Intent associated with the 2026 Improvement Bonds in an amount not to exceed
$740,000.

7(G) REVIEW OF 2026 ASHMORE TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS BIDS AND AWARD BID.

City Engineer Amborn stated that bids were received at 11:00 A.M. on Wednesday July 1, 2026
for the 2026 Ashmore Trail Improvements Project as follows:

Bidder Base Bid

Duininck, Inc., Prinsburg, MN $ 440,467.50
Brouwer Construction, LLC, Raymond, MN $ 455,387.50
Joe Riley Construction, Inc., Morris MN $ 460,433.00
Land Pride Construction, LLC, Paymesville MN $ 528,184.80

The engineer’s estimate for the base bid was $452,540.00.  Based on the bids received, Rodeberg
& Berryman, Inc. recommended that the city move forward with the project.

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the Ashmore Trail improvements
project, as recommended by Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.   

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Stenson and unanimously passed to award the project to
Duininck, Inc., as recommended by Rodeberg & Berryman, Inc.

7(H) MILLENNIUM THEATER USE OF PARKING SPOTS AT SOUTHTOWN PLAZA DURING
CHIPPEWA COUNTY FAIR.

Millennium Theater submitted a request to use of a portion of the city-owned parking lot in
Southtown Plaza during the Chippewa County Fair.  They are requesting to block off a portion of
the lot for movie theater customer parking.   Millennium Theater will be using barricades and
caution tape and will monitor the parking spots.  Once the spots are full, or after the 7:00 PM
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movie, they will remove the barricades and caution tape for the night.  Staff has no objections. 
After discussion council decided to issue the requested parking spaces and also the section
directly to the north to bring the total amount of parking spaces to 49.

It was moved by Stenson, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to approve the use of
Southtown Plaza, as requested along with the additional section of spaces.

7(I) ELECTION JUDGE APPOINTMENTS.

STEVE SULFLOW OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 4076, A RESOLUTION NAMING
JUDGES FOR THE 2026 PRIMARY ELECTION, AND MOVED ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION
FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 4076 WAS SECONDED BY BEVERLY OLSON. 
THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: STEVE SULFLOW, BEVERLY OLSON, GWYN
STENSON, JARROD FLINN AND DAN SANBORN.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION:
NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(J) BUDGET WORKSESSION DATES.

It was moved by Flinn, seconded by Olson and unanimously passed to set the following 2027
Budget Worksession dates:

# Monday, August 3rd, 5:00-7:00 P.M. (prior to council meeting)
# Monday, August 10th, 5:00 P.M. 

7(K) SALE OF BONDS - 2026 IMPROVEMENTS.

In order to provide funding to pay for the construction of the 2026 Street & Utility
Improvements, the city needs to sell bonds.  A resolution was presented which calls for the sale
of bonds and authorizes city staff to work with Ehlers Public Finance Advisors to facilitate that
sale.  A pre-sale report was also provided which discussed the street improvement portion
($395,000) watermain improvement portion ($210,000) and sanitary sewer improvement portion
($135,000).  

Keith Dahl, Senior Municipal Advisor with Ehlers Public Finance Advisors joined the meeting
remotely and addressed the council, explaining the bond sale procedure.  The street improvement
portion will be funded by assessments and property taxes and the storm sewer improvement
portion will be funded by the storm water utility.  The bond will be an 11-year issue with the first
payment due in 2028 and maturing in 2037.  The bond sale results will be presented at the
August 3rd council meeting, along with the true interest rate.
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STEVE SULFLOW OFFERED RESOLUTION NO. 4077, A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR
THE SALE OF $740,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2026A, AND MOVED
ITS ADOPTION.  MOTION FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 4077 WAS
SECONDED BY BEVERLY OLSON.  THOSE VOTING IN FAVOR OF MOTION: STEVE
SULFLOW, BEVERLY OLSON, GWYN STENSON, JARROD FLINN AND DAN
SANBORN.  THOSE VOTING AGAINST MOTION: NONE.  RESOLUTION PASSED 5-0.

7(L) CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PROPOSAL.

Earlier this year, the City of Montevideo sent out a request for proposals for a new
Comprehensive Plan to be completed on behalf of the City.  The proposal called for consultants
to demonstrate a history of working with these types of projects along with recommendations for
how it would be conducted.  The City received seven proposals from Upper Minnesota Valley
Regional Development Commission (UMVRDC), Bolton and Menk, WSB, SRF Consulting
Group, CWB Solutions, Dakota Headwaters, LLC and MSA Planning and Design Studio.  Staff
reviewed the proposals and narrowed it down to three for the council to consider.  The
recommendations are based on cost, experience and what would fit for Montevideo.  The three
the saff recommends are WSB, UMVRDC and Bolton and Menk.  Councilmembers expressed
how this is a very important planning item for the city and the lowest bidder is not always who is
the best for this process.  Robin Caufman, Project Manager and Lead Planner for Bolton and
Menk was on hand to answer any questions and explained that because their firm completed the
housing study they have a lot of data already compiled and could start the process as soon as a
contract is signed.

It was moved by Sulflow, seconded by Flinn and unanimously passed to authorize the mayor and
city manager to execute the contract with Bolton and Menk to complete the Comprehensive Plan
as outlined in their proposal.

8. Ordinances.

- None.

9. Discussion and Miscellaneous.

9(A) BLIGHT/DEMOLITION PROPERTY DISCUSSION.

At the June 22nd Worksession it was requested to add this discussion to the agenda.  City Manager
Wolfington stated he is looking for direction from Council on how they would like him to proceed and
explained the current process.  After discussion the direction of the Council is to have an annual request
for proposal (RFP) done so the City will have a contractor and an hourly rate for addressing blight issues. 
Some examples Council would like requested in the RFP include:

# rate per hour per employee to address refuse clean up
# rate per hour per employee to demolish a single story structure
# rate per hour per employee to demolish a two story structure
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# rate per hour for excavator use

By having this RFP completed annually, City staff will know what company to go to for whatever
blight/demolition issue and it will eliminate the grey area.

9(B) BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS UPDATES.

< Councilmember Sulflow explained that the mural on the garage door at the library is close to
completion.

9(C) OTHER.

< City Attorney Bloom is going to be attending a legislative update for City Attorneys.  
< Mayor Bulman and councilmembers expressed how they have seen improvements with electronic

bikes/scooters.  More kids are wearing helmets and obeying traffic laws.  With this being
discussed at the last council meeting it has brought awareness to the issue.    

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 P.M.

_______________________________
Tami Schuelke-Sampson, Secretary

Approved by council July 20, 2026: 

____________________________________
President - City Council


